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Dear Grade 9 Students    

 

Choosing subjects for the final phase of your high school career can be a daunting task.  You 

need to carefully consider the subjects you will take for the next three years.   If you work 

through this booklet carefully, talk to your parents and teachers, and keep an open mind 

about your future, it should not be too difficult.   It is important to take careful note of your 

own personality, skills, interests, values and abilities.   

It is crucial to be aware of the learning areas that you struggle with and to not choose 

subjects that you are not managing at a Grade 9 level.  They do not get easier. You need to 

be managing a subject to choose certain subjects. 

Begin by thinking about what general career direction you would like to follow.  Even if you 

are unable to have clarity on this, you should at least know what your broad interests are, 

hopefully helped by your interactions with your life orientation teacher and your parents.     

Further study should be taken as a guideline for making your choices.  Your general career 

direction and your broad interests will inform your possible choice of study options when 

you leave school.  

Clearly, you should do research into tertiary institutions to establish which subjects are 

required for a particular area of study and what results (APS) need to be achieved for that 

subject.  As a general rule it is advisable to keep your options open, as you may not yet have 

a clear direction to follow.    

I wish you all of the best as you take this first important step towards planning your future 

career.   Allow this process to be a stimulating and exciting one as you make responsible and 

informed choices for your future.   

 

Yours in education 

  

SM Valiquette 

Life Orientation Teacher 

  

 

 

 



 

National Senior Certificate: The National Senior Certificate is a qualification on Level 4 on the 

National Qualifications Framework.  The NSC is issued at the end of Grade 12 after the successful 

completion of Grades 10, 11 and 12.   

 

Entrance requirements:  An official Grade 9 school report which indicates promotion to Grade 10. In 

order to qualify for the National Senior Certificate, students will have to take four compulsory 

subjects and three choice subjects.  The four compulsory subjects are: 

 Home Language (English or isiZulu) 

 First Additional Language (English or isiZulu) 

 Life Orientation 

 Mathematics or Mathematical Literacy 
 

Inanda Seminary students are entered for the NSC through the Department of Education.  All of the 

subjects offered at Inanda Seminary are on the list of designated subjects in the FET Phase.  

 

Changing subjects during or after Grade 10: It is possible to change subjects during the FET phase, 

but there are stringent procedures and fixed timings.  This is not an easy thing to do, as a student 

will need to catch up on whatever has been missed.  There are also some subjects that are not 

possible to start late as all the past work needs to be covered before any present work can be done.  

The timing of such a change will be at the discretion of the Academic Director in consultation with 

the relevant Heads of Department and the Principal.  Permission needs to be obtained from the 

Department of Education if a student wishes to change subjects at the end of Grade 11.  In Grade 10, 

you can change 2 subjects by the end of term 2.  In Grade 11, you can change 2 subjects by the end 

of February in the grade 11 year.  In Grade 12, you can change 1 subject by the end of December in 

the preceding year (Grade 11) and you will not be permitted to change if you have passed the 

subject in Grade 11.  Changes are only considered by the KZN Department of Education in extreme 

cases e.g. when a student has a history of failure in the subject over the FET phase.  

 

Regarding mathematics:  All students are required to take mathematics: mathematics academic or 

mathematical literacy.  A student may only choose mathematics academic if that student has passed 

mathematics in Grade 9 (50%).  However, it is highly recommended that a student achieves a 60% at 

the end of Grade 9 in order to be successful with the content and demand of mathematics academic.                                                                                                                                                       

Regarding physical sciences and accounting:  Only students who meet the requirements for 

mathematics academic and choose mathematics academic as a subject are able to choose physical 

sciences and/or accounting. 

 

 

 



National Rating Scale for Grades 10 – 12: 

Rating Code Description of competence/rating Mark % 

7 Outstanding achievement 80 – 100% 

6 Meritorious achievement 70 – 79% 

5 Substantial achievement 60 – 69% 

4 Adequate achievement 50 –  59% 

3 Moderate achievement 40 – 49% 

2 Elementary achievement 30 – 39% 

1 Not achieved 0 – 29% 

 
Further Education and Training Phase – Grades 10 -12  

 At the end of the year, progression is based on 25% Continuous Assessment and 75% for 
the final examination 

National Senior Certificate minimum requirements  

 40% (level 3) in THREE subjects one of which must be Home language 

 30% (level 2) in THREE other subjects 

 No condonation in FET  
Higher Certificate NSC 

 NSC requirements PLUS 

 40% (level 3) in THREE subjects one of which must be Home language EXCLUDING life 
orientation  
(Candidate can fail ONE subject) 

Diploma NSC 

 40% (level 3) in FOUR subjects one of which must be Home language EXCLUDING life 
orientation  

 30% (level 2)  in TWO other subjects 
(Candidate can fail ONE subject) 

Bachelors NSC 

 50% (level 4) in FOUR subjects one of which must be Home language EXCLUDING life 
orientation  

 30% (level 2)  in TWO other subjects 
(Candidate can fail ONE subject) 

NSC with Distinction 

 At least 80% for at least 3 of the 6 externally examined subjects 

 At least 60% in the other 3 externally examined subjects 
NSC with Merit 

 At last 60% in any 3 of the 6 externally examined subjects 

 At least 50% in the other 3 externally examined subjects 
University Study 

National Senior Certificate with a Bachelors pass.   

University of Technology Study 

National Senior Certificate with a Diploma pass.  

 



  

 

 

Career Field  Careers 

Humanities Lawyer, Social Worker, Psychologist, Religious Leader, 

Counsellor, Teacher, Historian, Speech Therapist, 

Journalist, Librarian 

Engineering and 

Technical Sciences 

Engineer, Architect, Computer Programmer and 

Technician, Regional and Town Planner, Quantity 

Surveyor, Building Contractor 

Commerce and 

Business 

Accountant, Marketing and Sales Manager, Administrator, 

Human Resources Manager, Advertiser, Lawyer, Bank 

Manager, Public Relations Officer, Financial Advisor 

IT Programmer, Programmer Analyst, Security Specialist, 

Applications Engineer, Database Administrator, Network 

Architect, Network Engineer, Network System 

Administrator, Graphic Designer, Website Designer, 

Computer Scientist, Computer Analyst 

Health and Sport 

Sciences 

Medical Doctor, Specialist Doctor, Surgeon, 

Physiotherapist, Dietician, Radiographer, Paramedic, 

Nurse, Dentist, Optometrist,  Biokineticist, Pharmacist, 

Occupational Therapist, Audiologist 

Art and Culture Artist, Illustrator, Photographer, Graphic Designer, Film 

and Media Producer 

Sciences and 

Mathematics 

Engineer, Biomedical Technologist, Geologist, 

Environmental Scientist, Meteorologist, Actuarial Scientist 

Services Chef, Food Service Manager, Hotel Manager, Travel and 

Tour Guide, Travel Agent, Flight Attendant/Air Hostess, 

Beauty Therapist, Events Manager 



isiZulu Home and First Additional Language (FAL)                                                           
English Home and First Additional Language 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

IsiZulu and English are 

offered at both the home 

and FAL level. Students will 

develop in the areas of the 

four language skills: 

listening, speaking, reading 

and writing. The course 

work includes the study of 

literature, grammar and 

appropriate use of language 

in various contexts. 

HL vs FAL 

Home language is more 

demanding mainly because 

the literature is taught at a 

much deeper level and 

requires greater literary 

insight.  FAL focuses on 

grammar and the use of 

language across the 

subjects.  The literature 

analysis is far simpler. 

 Speaking 

 Reading 

 Writing and 

Presenting 

 Comprehension 

 Oral and Written 

expression 

 Concise debating 

 Organising material 

in a logical and 

coherent manner 

Advertising  

Marketing Manager 

Public Relations Officer 

Lawyer 

Human Resources Manager 

Teacher 

Journalist 

Interpreter 

Publisher/Editor  

Presenter (News, Radio/TV) 

Author  

Librarian 

Psychologist 

Social Worker 

Speech Therapist 

 

Life Orientation 

Subject Description Skills Required Skills Acquired 

Life Orientation has a very 

broad focus. This subject 

aims to equip students with 

the knowledge, skills and 

understanding needed to 

live a well-balanced and 

fulfilling life within the 

context of society. 

 Introspection and 

Reflection 

 Keen Observation 

 Critical Thinking and 

Analysis 

 Logic and Reasoning 

 Ability to see things 

from a wide variety 

of viewpoints 

 Communication 

 

Tertiary Study 

Career Options 

Healthy EQ 

Physical Health and Well-

Being  

Environmental Awareness 

Democracy and 

Development of the whole 

child 

Communication 

Creativity and Innovation 

Collaboration 

Critical thinking 

 



Mathematics Academic 

Subject Skills Required Careers 

Scientist 
Medical Doctor 
Engineer  
Actuarial Scientist 

Accountant 

Economist 

IT 

Skills Acquired  

It helps to develop mental 

processes that enhance 

logical and critical thinking, 

accuracy and problem 

solving that will contribute 

in decision-making. 

Mathematical problem 

solving enables us to 

understand the world 

(physical, social and 

economic) around us, and 

to teach us to think 

creatively. 

 

 Mathematical Literacy 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Mathematical literacy 

provides students with an 

awareness and 

understanding of the role 

that maths plays in the 

world. It is driven by life-

related applications of 

maths. It enables students 

to develop the ability to 

think numerically and 

spatially in order to 

interpret and critically 

analyse everyday situations 

and to solve problems. 

 Basic mathematical 
skills 

 The ability to 
interpret graphs and 
read tables 

 Competency with 
the calculator. 

Psychologist 
Lawyer 
Teacher 
Journalist 
Personal Trainer 
Travel and Tour Guide 
Nurse 
Politician 
Social Worker 
Librarian 
Manager 
Flight Attendant 
Events Manager 
Historian 
Food Service/Hotel 
Manager 



Physical Sciences 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Physical sciences investigate 

physical and chemical 

phenomena. This is done 

through scientific inquiry, 

application of scientific 

models, theories and laws in 

order to explain and predict 

events in the physical 

environment.  

This subject also deals with 

society's need to 

understand how the 

physical environment works 

in order to benefit from it 

and responsibly care for it. 

 Only students who 
have achieved at 
least 50% in grade 9 
for mathematics 
will be considered 
for physical 
sciences. 

 You have to choose 
mathematics 
academic. 

 You need to have 
enjoyed and found 
interest in studying 
grade 9 chemistry 
and physics. 

 Be prepared to work 
hard and put in long 
hours of studying. 

 Be good with 
calculations and 
mental maths. 

 Be logical and have 
an interest in the 
physical world. 

Scientist 
Medical Doctor 
Engineer  
Researcher 
Actuarial Scientist 

 

 

Geography 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Geography investigates the 

earth and its people, studies 

the features of the earth; 

mountains, rivers and seas 

and how they are formed; 

and enquires into places 

where people and the 

environment intersect.  

 Logical thinking 

 Calculation skills 

 Map work skills 

 Application of 
knowledge 

Climatologist 
Meteorologist 
Geologist 
Town and Regional Planner 
Air Traffic Controller 
Mine Surveyor 
Environmentalist 
Conservation Officer 
Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 



 Life Sciences 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Life sciences is the study of 

life at various levels of 

organisation and comprises 

a variety of sub-disciplines, 

or specialisations, such as: 

- Biochemistry 
- Biotechnology 
- Microbiology 
- Genetics 
- Zoology 
- Botany 
- Entomology 
- Physiology (plant 

and animal) 
- Anatomy (plant and 

animal) 
- Morphology (plant 

and animal) 
- Taxonomy (plant 

and animal) 
- Environmental 

studies 
- Sociobiology 

(animal behaviour) 

 Access information 

 Select key ideas 

 Write summaries 

 Develop flow charts 
and mind maps 

 Recognise patterns 
and trends 

 Apply knowledge to 
new contexts and in 
new ways 

 Analyse information 
and data 

 Critically evaluate 
scientific 
information 

 Recognise 
relationships 
between existing 
knowledge and new 
ideas 

 Identify 
assumptions 

 Categorise 
information 

Medical Doctor 
Physiotherapist 
Dietician 
Occupational Therapist 
Food Scientist 
Conservationist 
Ecologist 
Physiologist 
Biochemist 
Microbiologist 
Biokineticist  

Sport Scientist 
Psychologist 
Marine Biologist 
Botanist 
Zoologist 
Pharmacist 

 

History 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

History can help us 

understand our world 

today. It is about power – 

who has it and who doesn’t, 

and peoples’ struggles for 

rights and power. History is 

about talking to the 

community, interviews, 

exploring the world around 

us and an appreciation of 

heritage.  History enables us 

to understand and evaluate 

how past human actions 

impact on the present and 

influences the future. 

 Identify and solve 
problems and make 
decisions using 
critical thinking. 

 Work effectively 
and communicate 
well with others 

 Organise and 
manage yourself 
and your work 
responsibly and 
effectively 

 Collect, analyse, 
organise and 
critically evaluate 
data 

 Research 

Lawyer 
Bank Manager 
Economist 
Marketing Researchers 
Journalists 
Librarian 
Politician 
Performing Artist 
Teacher 
Historian 
Archivist  



 

Accounting 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Accounting can be defined 

as "the process of 

identifying, measuring and 

communicating economic 

information to permit 

informed judgments and 

decisions by users of the 

information." Accountants 

use the work done by 

bookkeepers to produce 

and analyse financial 

reports.  An accountant can 

design a system that will 

capture all the details 

necessary to satisfy the 

needs of the business -- 

managerial, financial 

reporting, projection, 

analysis, and tax reporting. 

 Communication 

skills 

 Numeracy 

 Interpersonal skills 

 Computer skills 

 Analytical skills 

 Commitment and 

motivation 

 Professionalism 

 Time management 

 Independent 

learning and 

research 

 

Bookkeeper 

Accountant 

Chartered Accountant 

Business Manager 

Business Analyst 

Insurance Broker 

Teacher 

Actuarial Scientist 

 

Business Studies 

Subject Description Skills Required Careers 

Business studies 

encompasses business 

principles, theory and 

practice that underpin the 

development of 

entrepreneurial initiatives 

sustainable enterprises and 

economic growth. 

Business studies deals with 

values critical for informed, 

productive, ethical and 

responsible participation in 

the formal and informal 

sectors. 

 Critical thinking 

 Creative thinking 

 Research and 
inquiry  

 Communicate 
findings accurately, 
ethically and 
effectively  

 Write summaries 

 Apply knowledge 

Accountant 
Advertiser 
Marketing Manager 
Banker 
Bank Manager 
Human Resources Manager 
Public Relations Officer 
Recruitment Consultant 
Entrepreneur 
 

 
 
 



 

NAME:                      Class____________   
 
 
My preferred choice of subjects for Grade 10 2017 are: (circle where there is a choice) 
 
GROUP A – COMPULSORY SUBJECTS 
Circle One 
 
 
Home Language:                English   or   isiZulu 
 
 
First Additional Language:               English   or   isiZulu 
 
 
Mathematics:          Academic   or   Literacy 
 
 
Life Orientation: 
 
 
GROUP B ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 
Choose ONE subject from each column) 
Fill in X against choice. 
 
 

Physical Sciences 

 

 Life Sciences  Geography 

 

 

Business Studies  Business Studies 

 

 Accounting   

History    History 

 

 

 
These choices are subject to you obtaining the required results in Gr 9 for entry into these 
subjects. 
 
N.B. Physical sciences and accounting may not be chosen with Mathematical Literacy  
 
 
 
       
Student signature 


