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The Year That Was
2020

It’s very encouraging to see what ISAA has accomplished since June. This issue provides a summary of some of
the highlights to make sure we’re all informed. It also has a report, which the principal Ms. Thembi Ndlovu,
has very kindly submiBed to bring us up to speed with the goings on at the school these past few months. In
addiCon, this issue includes a ﬁnancial statement in line with our commitment to reporCng regularly on ISAA
ﬁnances. Then we have lovely photos of members in the “Gallery” followed by a special secCon on “Books by
Members,” which is our unique tribute to all those teachers who taught us English at the seminary. Get your
copies from your bookstore or order online, put together a reading pack for yourself and your loved ones, stay
home, read and enjoy! These are diﬃcult Cmes and we should ALL conCnue to keep safe, especially those
who will be travelling or needing to be out and about during the holidays. I wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year! May 2021 give us new opportuniCes, answered prayers, strength, wisdom, happiness,
good health and peace. - Dr Siphokazi Koyana ‘85: Chair of the Inanda Seminary Alumnae AssociaCon.
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Principal’s Report - December 2020
The year 2020 has been a turbulent year for Inanda Seminary. We drew strength and forged ahead by
maintaining perspec=ve, staying connected with all stakeholders, and exercising good judgement in
everything that we did - this enabled us to leverage the opportuni=es that presented themselves to us and
we thrived in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic. The character of our ins=tu=on was severely tested. It
was the resilience of the staﬀ and members, the unwavering support of the Board of Governors, Inanda
Seminary Alumnae Associa=on, parents, social partners and friends of Inanda Seminary that has enabled us
to emerge as victors and not vic=ms of these unprecedented =mes.
During the early stages of COVID-19 it all looked bleak and we felt that our academic calendar was at risk.
However, I am pleased to inform you that through sheer grit and perseverance we were able to fulﬁl most of
our plans for the year - despite having a reduced number of students return for a variety of reasons such as
comorbidity issues, family members at risk, and ﬁnancial challenges. With respect to the ﬁnancial challenges
faced by our parents, we are grateful to ISAA for their ini=a=ve to raise funds in order to assist our grade 12
members with their outstanding fees. This eased the emo=onal pressure on those members and ensured
their op=mal performance in their preliminary and ﬁnal examina=ons.
We were unable to host a number of planned events and ac=vi=es this year due to given legal constraints of
COVID-19, although not all were cancelled or postponed. We were able to adapt some to meet the necessary
protocols put in place. The following are the highlights of our current academic year:
1. Chapel and Grade Assemblies
Chapel has con=nued online. Class teachers and members connect spiritually through Rev Alice’s
carefully prepared daily sermons. We have also introduced Grade Assemblies once a week. These
are held on the netball courts to ensure social distancing.
2. Academic
2.1. Na6onal Science Week:
Given our COVID-19 condi=ons, our programme explored the subject of tes=ng and vaccine
development for COVID-19.
2.2. English Literacy Week:
The programme focused, ﬁrstly, on the development of general knowledge through the use of
online collabora=ve Quiz compe==ons in the GET and FET phases and, secondly, on the wri=ng of
short stories.
2.3. IsiZulu Week: The theme zoomed in on “Ubuciko Bomlomo and ulimi” (Literature). This was a
build up for the excitement of our Heritage Day Celebra=on.
2.4. Grade 8 Project Day: The theme for this year’s Grade 8 Project Day was Dance and Music.
This added an element of fun to the day as our students explored maths through music. Part of
the day’s programme also included the use of the Reﬂec=ve Learning diagnos=c tool to assist
students iden=fy their areas of strength and weakness in mathema=cs. The day ended with
members choreographing and presen=ng an entertaining dance sequence assisted by the dance
coach, Mr. Njabulo Zulu.
3. Grade 9 Subject Choice Day: This is one of the most important days in the calendar for our grade
9 students - teachers and professional guests oﬀered the perspec=ves on various career op=ons
exposing our members to diﬀerent careers in order to make informed choices in their grade 10
subjects. This event followed the Virtual Parent Subject Choice Mee=ng held on the 03 October
where parents were engaged in an informa=ve session to enable them to assist their daughters in
choosing the suitable subject package in Gr 10.

2.
3.
4. At Home: This year we hosted our ﬁrst virtual At Home which focused on the academic
achievements of our grade 12s. We were honoured to have an ex-member and the 2009 Dux, Ms
Nonzuzo Dlamini, as our guest speaker.
5. Heritage Day: The theme for this year’s heritage day was Ubuntu. Our members prided
themselves in their colourful tradi=onal agre and shared in their diﬀerent languages the meaning
of Ubuntu. This was followed by a variety of tradi=onal delicacies in the dining hall.
6. Matric Dedica6on and Picnic: Members reﬂected on their journey and experiences in their =me
at school. They also oﬀered their gra=tude to members, campus staﬀ, the BOG and ISAA.
7. Conﬁrma6on: Conﬁrma=on took place on Sunday, 06 December and has this year, only been
oﬀered to Gr 12 members.
8. ISAA - Inanda Seminary Alumnae Associa6on (ISAA): We are extremely grateful to the Old Girls
for their constant support and the role they have played in fundraising for the school during this
diﬃcult =me. Special thanks must go to ISAA Chair, Dr Siphokazi Koyana, who has =relessly
pursued avenues of funding to assist the school during this year. It gives me great pleasure to
announce that as a result of a major contribu=on from ISAA, the building of our mul=-purpose
centre is well under way - despite the heavy summer rains at this =me of year in KZN.
Conclusion
The mul=-faceted challenges of COVID-19 tested us and we drew on the collec=ve strength of our Inanda
culture and ethos of the Seminary to sustain us. This enabled us to ﬁnd comfort in moments of extreme
discomfort. As we round up the year, our greatest challenge is our enrolment for 2021 - at the stage it is
s=ll substan=ally lower than normal. While this is understandable for a world and country that has
suﬀered trauma and faces an uncertain future, we would ask you to pray that our beloved school will not
be too severely aﬀected by this dip. We are eternally grateful for God’s grace upon us to help us
ﬁnancially through these challenging =me and that we will end the school year being able to meet all our
ﬁnancial commitments.
Ms Thembi Ndlovu
PRINCIPAL
INANDA SEMINARY
December 2020

There were 68 matric students this year. They
finished their final exams on 9 December.
While wishing them success, we look forward
to them joining ISAA in future.

The ISAA Marketing and Events Sub-Committee
ISAA established a Marketing and Events Sub-Committee consisting of 7 dynamic,
committed, and inter-generational members.
This sub-commiBee put together three successful events, which helped to inform
the alumnae and Friends of Inanda that the seminary is alive and kicking despite
the virus. In fact, the seminary is looking forward to a bright future as it shi^ed
gears to online learning very quickly and quite eﬀecCvely. The three virtual

Sub-Commi)ee
Members

events were as follows:
1.

On 30 July “A ConversaCon with the Old Inanda Girls” with Ms. Thembi
Ndlovu (Principal) and Ms. Judy Tate (ExecuCve Director). This webinar
updated us on the school’s response to COVID-19 restriciCons and
regulaCons and also informed us of the school’s funding needs. Forty-one
alumnae parCcipated in this event.

Khanya Mahlare ’78

Boni Dibate ’75

Caroline Madikizela
Godide ’88

Nomthy Radebe ’02
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2.

On 30 August “The Future Re-Imagined”
Fundraising event featured the Former
Deputy President Phumzile MlamboNgcuka as the keynote speaker and Adv
Thandi Orleyn ‘74 was the second
speaker. About 114 Cckets were sold for
this inaugural annual fundraising event

Ntombi Madlala Mkhoma
’09

which included on an online aucCon and
raised R55 279.
3.

On 26 September ISAA’s 5th AGM was held online and voCng subsequently
occurred to decide on whether to fund more Gr 12 bursaries or to build
the mulC-purpose hall. The majority (22 vs 14) voted in favour of the hall.
Philisiwe Mthimkulu ’09

Lindokuhle Ngwenya ’10

4. The mulCpurpose hall will be used for meeCngs,
wriCng exams, as a media centre, Drama classes,
indoor sports in bad weather, etc., and can also
generate income for the school when hired out for
community events. It will be named the ISAA
MulCpurpose Hall to honour the school’s acCve
alumnae associaCon for enhancing the school’s

The foundation of the ISAA
multipurpose hall has been completed

infrastructure as we look forward to a more digital
future. Thank you once again for rising up to the

challenge in such a ﬁnancially diﬃcult Cme and assisCng Inanda Seminary during this pandemic. We did it!
We can pat ourselves on the back now. When people ask, “What are the alumnae doing for the school?”
We can proudly say we provided matric bursaries (22 in all in 2020) and donated a mulCpurpose hall.
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ALUMNAE PROFILES
To commemorate Women’s Month this year, ISAA also had a campaign to
collect alumnae proﬁles to add to the alumnae link on the school website.
This was meant to show current and potenCal students the range of career
choices Old Girls have pursued and to let them know that there is no limit to
the opCons and paths one can carve for herself. Futurists predict that in the
Fourth Industrial RevoluCon (4IR) the majority of people will pursue more
than four careers in their lifeCme. Thanks again to all 46 alumnae who
submiBed their proﬁles.

RECRUITMENT CAMPAIGN
Because of the increased acCvity on social media ISAA was also able to help
publicise the school’s virtual Open Day held on the 22nd of August 2020.
Please note that the number of new applicants is very low and we need to
conCnue recruiCng new students to join in Grades 8, 9, or 10 in 2021. There
has been a 5.7%fee increment and fees have gone up from R70 000 in 2020 to
R74 000 in 2021. Inanda Seminary is safe and has produced 100% matric pass
for many years now.Do forward the oﬃcial Virtual Open Day video from the
school’s website (www.inanda.org) to all potenCal candidates.

NEW APPOINTMENTS
We welcome Caroline Madikizela ’88 and Sharon Mthimkhulu ’88 as new members of the Board of ISAA.
Please see www.inanda.org/alumnae for photos of ISAA Board members. We are also very pleased to have
Zama Mkosi ’91 and Sizakele Madlala ’96 represenCng alumnae on the Board of Governors of the Inanda
Seminary. They bring much needed legal and ﬁnance experCse and help to diversify the ages of the
alumnae on the Board. They are independent alumnae joining the four ISAA Board members who already
serve on the school’s Board of Governors as sCpulated by the Board Charter. Furthermore, we bid farewell
to Mr. Allen Wentzel, whose guidance as a Trustee we have appreciated immensely.

Sizakele Madlala ’96

Zama Mkosi ’91
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The principal Ms Thembi Ndlovu (far right) and Dr. Thembakazi Mali ‘80 of SASOL (2nd from the right)
at the handover ceremony.
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Walking for Inanda Seminary
Members of the ‘Class of 79’ have been at it
since the middle of 2020 and the inten:on is to
keep on keeping on. We took upon ourselves a
challenge to raise funds for our beloved Inanda
Seminary while having fun. So, on July 5th we
embarked on an 18km walk, which lasted just
under four hours. We had so much fun we knew
we had to do it again. On August 2nd, we
repeated the ac:vity, taking a more challenging
route. Charged up to do more, we went on to
explore the Hennops Trail, where we hiked a
10km trail that felt like 37km. We have
subsequently done the 9,7km at the Kliprivier
Nature Reserve and lastly, the most recent one
being Westcliﬀ stairs.
This has been a great way of bonding,
reminiscing, laughing, especially laughing at
ourselves and even crying together. For every
adventure we each make a dona:on of R350, i.e.
R100 monthly debit orders and an addi:onal
R250 for the walk. These are small contribu:ons
to the school but if more Gauteng alumnae join
us these will soon add up to a large sum. Please
call Donata Mosala (082 460 0787) or Nothemba
Dlali (083 415 6467) to join our walks or to buy
the branded sun hats.
Yah! We really have fun!! We are always looking
forward to this craziness and we love it.

Shine...Walking for Inanda Seminary sun hats

Books by Members

Leading like a Woman - by Fundi Nzimande ’84

Sindiwe Magona: The First Decade - edited
by Dr. Siphokazi Koyana. Available on
amazon.com.

Available at http://fundincreations.com/

Surprised by Ubungoma: A South African’s
Journey to Becoming a Traditional Spiritual
Healer - by Dr. Siphokazi Koyana ’85
Will be available on amazon.com 2021

Books by Members

Books by Prof Pumla Gqola (was at IS 1985 - 1987) available on various platforms

Books by Members
Books by Makhosazana Xaba ’75 - available on
various platforms

Kwanele, Enough! My Battle with the South
African Police Service to get Justice for
Women - By Andy Kawa ’79
Available at CNA, Exclusive Books, PNA,
Bargain Books, Amazon, Takealot etc.

Books by Makhosazana Xaba ’75 - available on various platforms

More books by members in the June 2021 newsletter

Gallery

Alumnae mourned the passing on of her majesty
Queen Noloyiso Sandile (nee Zulu). Her majesty
was a member from 1981 to 1982. May her beautiful
humble soul rest in everlasting peace

Dr Thembisile Xulu, Sibongile Mvinjelwa - ,
Gugu Shube (back) and Sibongile Sambo

Alumnae also mourned the passing away of Dr.
Thabisile Felice Luthuli '80. She will be fondly
remembered by all those whose lives she touched

At Bandile Boya's Funeral, Daveyton ,GP : L- R Nthabi
Matjele, Vuyokazi Gatya - Makaphela, Thembela
Mnyute, Thandiswa Tshefu - Hina ,Nombulelo
Ngwenya Amber Ndlovu- Wudwebe. Next to Vuyokazi
Gatya - Makaphela is Dr Thembisile Xulu(back with a
hat) and Hlengiwe Khumalo

Dr Noxolo Mbadi,
Thembeka Sigabi, Boniswa Qeqe,
Mandisa Mesatywa Zungu,
Nosipho Pambuka,
Thembisa Kakaza Class of 1982 at the

Class of 1980 at the 150th birthday
celebrations at the school in 2019. This
Class donated R200 000 to the school this
year

2017 At Home.

Meeting in East London: Noloyiso Dalamba ,
Loyiso Solilo- Hatungimana, Vuyokazi
Zwelibanzi.

