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Dearest Members,
These are very tragic times. South Africa is fully in the 3rd wave of the
Coronavirus pandemic. More than a hundred are reported dead in each
24-hour cycle, and as a country we have now lost more than 61 000 people
in all since the pandemic hit our shores in March 2020! I doubt if there’s
still even one among us who has not been affected by now, whether in our
hearts, our pockets or both. We’ve all lost loved ones all too suddenly. I
send my sincerest condolences to one and all. May our loved ones rest in
eternal peace.

Chapel Fire
As if we have a short supply of sad news, our chapel was gutted by an
angry fire on the 27th of May. Fortunately, none of the students who were
using the chapel hall as a makeshift dormitory to observe social
distancing regulations was hurt. The school paid a gratuity of R5 000 to
each of the 24 students who had items destroyed by the fire. These
students are currently accommodated in the Guest House, at Stanwood
Cottage, and in the Victor Daitz TV room in one of the other hostels. The
school is very grateful for all the messages of concern and offers of
support that were received from the alumnae.
The school is looking at setting up a “Park-Home-Hostel-And-Ablutionfacility.” These are really lovely nowadays and it can always be used as a
spare classroom, etc., around the campus when the school is able to
build a new hostel in the future. The pricing of such to house 25 people is
approximately R750 000. Any contributions to this would be welcomed.

History of the Dr. Lavinia Scott Chapel
The brief history of the chapel below is taken from the school’s website
https://www.inanda.org/events/inanda-stories/94-the-chapel-its-place-inthe-life-of-the-school.html (accessed on 30 June 2021) and is also on
pages 78 – 79 of the school’s 150th Birthday book. Please visit the school
website (inanda.org) to view a very informative gallery of photos of the
chapel over the years.
The redbrick chapel at the west end of the Seminary was named as a
befitting memorial to one of the school’s most loved leaders, Dr Lavinia
Scott. American-born Dr Lavinia Scott set sail for South Africa in 1932, to
begin a missionary journey that would span 42 years. She learned isiZulu
at Adams Mission and taught there for three years before transferring to
Inanda Seminary in August 1936 as a teacher, thereafter becoming head
of the school in 1939. She retired in 1969, the longest-serving principal to
date. She left an unmatched legacy at the Seminary - a wise
compassionate visionary who knew the name of every student, who
inspired those who walked with her and who established Inanda Seminary
as a much-admired renowned education institution in Southern Africa.
Collecting to build the chapel started in 1943, with a donation of £2 from
the District Inspector of Native Schools. From then it was a never-ending
process, and over the next 10 years, £18 000 was donated by more than
5000 people and organisations.

The foundation stone was laid on 9 May 1953. It was opened by Minnie
Carter and dedicated by the Rev A F Christofersen on 30 October 1954.
The main part of the Chapel seats more than 300, and a transept seats a
further 50. On the opposite side of the transept, large folding doors open
to a hall that can seat up to 500 people. Woodwork students at the
Ohlange Institute nearby made fittings for a prayer room, and students at
Adams College made the chancel furniture. The splendid stained-glass
chancel window was a gift from the First Congregational Church of Oak
Park, Illinois.
Up until lockdown in 2020, the Chapel was in daily use for morning
devotions and school assemblies. The adjoining hall was used as an
examination venue and for extramural and extracurricular activities. In the
second half of 2020, both the chapel and hall were used as boarding
accommodation. The chapel had recently been returned, although only for
one grade at a time, to its original purpose as a place for worship and
school assemblies.

Judy Tate's Resignation
The Executive Director, Ms. Judy Tate, has given notice of her resignation at
the end of the year. While she will be resigning from her duties at the
Seminary, she will continue to head the Khanyisa Inanda Seminary
Community Projects. In the meantime, mentoring, training, and documentation
for hand over in various areas is already underway. Judy was the principal
from 2003 to 2017 and became the Executive Director from 2018 to 2021.
Judy’s contribution to rebuilding the Seminary has been tremendous.
Because of her immense experience in teacher training, 14 years ago Judy
introduced a strong focus on instructional practice, keeping abreast with the
best internationally, and a Maths and Science emphasis. We will be sharing
more about her astonishing achievements in the coming months.
The Board of Governors is currently reviewing
the management structure that will be most
suitable for the Seminary going forward, i.e.
whether to have an Executive Director or a
Principal as the head of the Seminary.
It is interesting to note that this is not the first
time the school has had an Executive Director.
Archived materials reveal that there was a period
during Dr Lavinia Scott’s term as the head of the
Seminary (1939 – 1969) when she had been the
Executive Director and had a principal reporting
to her.
Since 2003 the growth in the school’s offerings, student numbers, staff
complement, education requirements, as well as the legal and social demands
placed on it, have significantly increased the workload of any incumbent who
heads the Seminary. In short, both the school’s internal and external operating
environments have changed, more so since the onset of the pandemic.

2022 Enrolment Drive
The 2022 enrolment is in progress for Grades 8 to 10. Interviews are held
online. Please encourage potential candidates to call 031 510 1011 or
email admin@inanda.org for more information. Inanda Seminary is a low
fee, independent boarding school with an excellent pass rate. It is a
brilliant academic institution for girls who want to be nurtured in a
Christian, Afrocentric, and safe environment. It offers much of what the
historically white boarding schools offer but at a more affordable price,
while upholding a priceless legacy. Send potential candidates the
“Journey of a Life Time” video on the home page of the school’s website
(inanda.org) to start the conversation: https://youtu.be/1J8sdxXGxTc.

Careers
MFest held the first event of the MFest mentorship programme. MFest is
an initiative driven by alumnae Nontokozo Thango, Thuli Mayaba and
Philisiwe Mthimkhulu, which aims to expose members to a variety of
careers and provide mentorship. This particular one was a collaboration
between the Kwambele Social Marketing, Imbewu Aviation Foundation and
MFest. The mentors provided information on careers in digital marketing,
social marketing, entrepreneurship, and the many possible careers under
aviation.
As part of a demonstration for the aviation aspect, a helicopter landed on
the school field, and members got a chance to view it up close and
interview the pilots.
Please contact Nontokozo Thango 076 916 8903 (thangonal@gmail.com) if
you’d like to contribute to or participate in the career development
initiative.

Careers (Continued)
In addition, to help members choose careers that are fit for the future,
ISAA will soon be launching a special “Take a Member to Work” initiative.
Watch this space.

Introducing the World of Work - ZA Blog
Thozama Makiza '84, has created the World of Work - ZA blog, which can
be found on www.wowza.blog. It is a free resource aimed at young people
who have just entered the job market.
Articles on the world of work are updated weekly. Subscribe in order to
receive articles regularly. Comments on the articles are welcome.
There is a Facebook group and Instagram page to share ideas and debate
some of the topics covered.

ISAA Multipurpose Hall
Even as we mourn the destruction of the chapel, which the insurers and
the heritage architects are currently surveying, we celebrate the good
progress that has been made on the construction of the ISAA Community
Hall. ISAA has donated R360 190 to this project.

Fundraising News
#R100ForIndandaGirls
As the association, our ongoing fundraising initiative continues to be the
#R100ForInandaGirls campaign whereby we ask members to contribute a
minimum of R100/month via debit order. Thus far only 19 members and 1
Friend of Inanda contribute monthly pledges. These 20 pledges range
from the minimum of R100 to R500 each per month and add up to a total
of R3 550 each month. Thank you very much to those who pledge in this
way.
MEMBERS WHO CONTRIBUTE MONTHLY BY DEBIT ORDER

Fundraising News (Continued)
It would be wonderful if we could increase this number to at least 40 total monthly
contributions by December. Receiving guaranteed monthly contributions makes it
easier for the school to plan, especially given the additional expenses the school
incurs to adhere to COVID regulations.
Thus far, from January to June 2021, a total of 25 members (which includes the
monthly givers and 1 Friend of Inanda) have donated R28 101.16 This total amount
includes the once-off donations ranging from R100 to R5 000 made by
Deriv Ops
Philisiwe ‘09
T. Mpumlwana
Thandi Mkhize, and
Thandi Orleyn'74
Thank you, thank you, thank you a million times!
Please send all monthly or once-off donations to:
Account Name: The ISOGA Education and Development Trust
Bank: ABSA
Branch: Kingsmead
Branch Number: 632005
Account Type: Money Market Account
Account Number: 909 726 4395
SWIFT CODE: ABSAZAJJ

Fundraising News (Continued)
In each fiscal year, SARS allows one to make a TAX DONATION of up to R 100 000
(maximum) or 10% of her/ his taxable income to a non-profit organisation such as
Inanda Seminary.
Please claim a tax rebate for your TAX DONATION from SARS by asking Ms. Simone
Miller (bursar@inanda.org) for a Tax Certificate after you contribute. You must email
her your proof of payment and your postal or physical address.
Tax Donation Certificates must be issued by Inanda Seminary (IS), showing the
following:
The Seminary’s – NPO Number & Tax Number.
The Donor (Alumna’s) -Tax Number; ID Number or Company Reg Number;
Address & contact details.

Annual Fundraising Event
Last year we held a fundraising webinar featuring Dr. Phumzile MlamboNgcuka, South Africa’s former Deputy President and the current Executive
Director of UN Women.
This year our special fundraising event is the “Walk for Inanda Girls” walk-athon. Participants will raise money by collecting donations or pledges for
walking predetermined distances. More details to follow in the week ahead.

Other Upcoming Events
"Emotional Intelligence and Navigating Disruption and Loss in the time of
Covid - " Mental Health Webinar with Clinical Psychologist Thandi Mvakali
'86 - 12 July 2021
"Walk for Inanda Girls" 2021 fundraising campaign - Starting 31 July 2021
"Take a Member to Work" career development campaign
Adding 50 more alumnae profiles (photos and bio's) online for Women's
Month
Dr Barbara Masekela's book launch
ISAA AGM - 23 October 2021

WATCH THIS SPACE!

Online Database
We continue to compile our alumnae database and would love to know
where our alumnae are shining. Please take a few minutes to fill in the
Google form that is available on the school’s website (inanda.org). Click
the “alumnae” link and then click the first tab “The Inanda Seminary
Alumnae” to register. Go to http://inanda.online/alumnae at the bottom of
the screen.
ISAA Stats from the online registrations (as at June 2021)

Gallery: Some of our frontline workers who got their jab
Dr. Mandisa Maholwana ‘88

Anne Mkhondwane ‘88

Sr. Bongiwe Ngubane ‘88

Dr. Thandolwethu Dlamini '10

Gallery: Johannesburg members from various years celebrating
birthdays, togetherness and supporting one another during times of
grief.

Above:
Std 10A 1988
Attending extra
Maths and
English classes at
Howard College

L-R: Nonhlanhla Sikakane, Caroline Madikizela, Zimbili Mosheshe, Hlengiwe Khumalo

From L - R: Nonkululeko
Khumalo, Caroline
Madikizela, Nonhlanhla
Bennie, Hlengiwe Spencer,
Nozizwe Maneli, Vuyokazi
Gatya, Nelisiwe Zimu,
Funeka Ngcakani, Hlengiwe
Khumalo (Front)
BELOW:
L-R: Lungo Mkhize, Busi
Mngomezulu, Mandisa
Maholwana, Bernice Gobhozi

Gallery - Members celebrating togetherness and supporting each other.

Pearl Majola and Thozama Makiza, '84

L-R Dudu Ngidi '82 neè Shoba; Thandeka
Dloti neè Zama '86 and Nana Ngobese '79 in
the picturesque KwaZulu Natal Midlands

L-R: Yolisa Balfour Nzo '82, Mandisa
Mesatywa Zungu '82 with Dr Phumzile
Mlambo Ngcuka, attending a historical
schools gala dinner in Sandton circa 2008

Gallery

It is with great sadness that we announce
that Thandi Hlubi Mnguni '73 succumbed
to COVID on 3 July 2021. Standing top

Kuselwa

Marala,

Sethu

and

MaDhlamini in Langebaan West
Coast.

right in the school uniform photo above.

Kuselwa and MaDhlamini, class of 1973
in Langebaan West Coast

