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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

a. Project title: Inanda Seminary Multi-Purpose Centre
b. Project location: Inanda Seminary, KwaZulu-Natal
c. Proposed starting date: 2019
d. Amount requested: R 3 800 488
e. Benefit to donor:

Branding opportunity around the sides of the centre

To be part of the 150 year celebrations of one of the oldest girls’ schools in the country

Create a sport and culture legacy

Forever part of the Inanda Seminary history

Impact the broader community

BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATION
Inanda Seminary NPC was founded by American missionaries in 1869. Since then it has provided quality high
school education to thousands of black South African women, before, during, and after the apartheid era. At
its core is a holistic education programme that upholds Christian values and philosophies and embraces
African tradition and heritage. The school’s motto is “Shine where you are”.
The school, which lies 25km North West of Durban and forms part of the KwaZulu-Natal Tourism Route, is the
leading independent boarding school for black girls in Southern Africa. It offers quality education, which
emphasizes independent thinking and freedom of expression and has produced a number of highly successful
women who today occupy top positions in government and the corporate sector.
As the school celebrates 150 years of existence this year, 2019, the Board, Staff, Alumnae and Students desire
to mark this occasion with the erection of a Multi-Purpose Centre which will add value to the Seminary and to
the neighbouring community.

1. Sporting benefits
A vital part of the girls’ education and a core component of Life Orientation at Inanda Seminary is the sporting
programme. As a full-time boarding school, the extra-mural sports programme provided to the girls is perhaps
more critical than at a day school, as they are resident on campus for seven days a week.
Inanda Seminary’s grounds are lush and green – an oasis of tranquillity within the urban sprawl of the Inanda
township. At present, Inanda Seminary has the following facilities:
 2 netball courts
 1 basketball court
 3 tennis courts
 1 Volleyball field divided into 3 courts
 1 soccer field used for hockey, touch rugby and softball
With an enrolment of 433 girls in 2019, the facilities are stretched. Inanda Seminary has matches against other
Durban schools in hockey, soccer, netball, basketball, softball and volleyball and hosts many inter-school
sporting tournaments. Inanda participates in several Durban leagues including action netball, and the
basketball league; it would be greatly beneficial for the students to be able to practise these, and other sports
on the school property and in all weather.

Why a new multi-purpose centre?
Inanda Seminary hosts a number of inter-school sports tournaments and during the rainy season in KwaZuluNatal, many events have had to be cancelled due to no indoor facility being available at Inanda. In the past
year, two sporting festivals were cancelled due to the rain; and if a covered multi-purpose court had been
available, these festivals could still have taken place. An indoor sports facility enables different sporting codes,
such as netball, basketball, volleyball and hockey to practise all year round. Other activities like physical
education classes as well as extra-murals such as dancing, Indigenous games and aerobics can also take place
in the indoor sports centre.

The beneficiaries of the multi-purpose centre
The beneficiaries are the Inanda Seminary girls and the competing schools at matches, leagues and festivals.
With additional sporting facilities available at the school, Inanda Seminary would be able to host more of the
surrounding public high schools on a more regular basis.
The Khanyisa Inanda Seminary Community Projects provides Saturday School classes in maths, science,
accounting and English to a number of local schools – and it would be good to include a sport development
component in addition to the academic outreach to these schools.

2. Academic and social benefits
Testing space for examinations
Inanda Seminary does not have a big enough hall or space where whole grades can be accommodated to write
examinations or for group collaboration and team teaching. It is envisaged that the multi-purpose hall will
double up as a testing space to be used during assessment periods in particular when the matric classes write
their final examinations, as well as a space where multiple classes in a grade can collaborate in teams on
global studies and other projects. The use of free-held devices like Chrome Books in such a large space make
opportunities to engage with large groups of students working internationally on similar projects a real
opportunity.

Dramatic arts and culture space internally and for invited guests
Inanda Seminary has always been a school where we have been able to celebrate the arts and our Africa
heritage through drama, dance and music. Our chapel is our only current facilities able to house a school of
our size. This space is not appropriately designed for such nor is it s suitable venue for such activities.
Recreational space for students during the weekends
Inanda Seminary is a full boarding school, and students stay on campus every weekend. The school does not
have extra funding to take the students off-campus on excursions and days out. The multi-purpose centre
would provide a space for students to be active on a weekend, as well as a shaded all weather space for them
to meet with the parents when they visit.

3. Community benefits
The purpose of the Khanyisa Inanda Seminary Community Projects (KICP) is to provide high quality education
and professional development to disadvantaged students, teachers and leaders in public schools in the
immediate Inanda area and further afield into KwaZulu-Natal.
The KICP uses emerging internationally recognised best teaching practices, which have been practised at
Inanda Seminary and have a proven record of
accomplishment of working within disadvantaged
communities over the past. KICP has been involved in:
 Saturday School classes in maths, science,
accounting and English
 Summer, Winter, Easter and Spring Schools
 Foundation Phase Teacher-intern programme in
primary schools in Ndwedwe
 In-service Teacher professional development
 School leadership communities of practice
The success of the Khanyisa Inanda Seminary
Community Projects is reliant on its ability to reach more students, teachers and principals in the surrounding
Inanda Schools. Our plan is also to lift the maths, science, accounting and English skills of children within their
own communities, without them having to travel further afield – often a great financial burden on a family.
The community intervention to date has shown the need for
such a programme within the Inanda district. In order for
expansion to occur and for the intervention not to further
stress the existing resources, staffing and finances of the
Inanda Seminary, it is deemed necessary to build a multipurpose centre on the grounds of Inanda Seminary that will
benefit both the community, as well as the students attending
the Seminary.

The multi-purpose centre would convert extremely well into space for hosting the Saturday classes without
KICP having to rely heavily on the Seminary classrooms and impact on its own Saturday School Programme.
The classes in the centre could make use of movable room dividers and mobile white boards. In addition, this
space could be used for the conducting of KICP Benchmarking tests as well as the hosting of the many circuit
meetings of Principals in this District that we are requested to accommodate.

OBJECTIVES
The building of a multi-purpose centre at Inanda Seminary will address the following development objectives:









Sport provides for the holistic development of the learner
Sport and Cultural activities has the ability to overcome social barriers and empower learners by
helping to reduce social exclusion and promote lifelong learning.
By participating in sport activities with other community members, a shared space and experience is
created that helps break down negative perceptions and enables the learners to focus on what they
have in common.
Participation in sport can build self-respect, self-esteem, confidence and enhance the leadership
capabilities of learners.
Dance and drama are such a culturally significant activities and involve opportunities for
collaboration, for cohesion and for expertise in other than academics to be showcased.
Expansion of the KICP community programme
Digital and International teacher development collaboration.
Community of Practice collaboration with local Principals

Immediate objectives











Provide a sporting and cultural facility that can be used every day no matter what the weather
Opportunity for more inter-school festivals and tournaments to be hosted by Inanda Seminary
Access for the local community to exceptional sporting facilities
Access to improved training facilities for multi-sports codes
The creation of a sporting hub
Opportunities to host plays and poets together with other community schools
Recreational space for the Inanda Seminary members during the weekends
Access to additional educational space for the KICP educational programme
Opportunities to engage globally across the education community sharing classes internationally
Enabling there to be a community venue for larger meetings

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION AND BENEFICIARIES
Project beneficiaries


Inanda Seminary members and the competing schools at the matches/festivals. With additional
sporting and cultural facilities available at the school, Inanda Seminary would be able to host more
surrounding public high schools on a more regular basis.



Community students attending Khanyisa Inanda Seminary Community Projects Saturday School and
Holiday classes



Teachers and students – both from Inanda Seminary and community schools engaging with other
countries in international classrooms



The parents of the Inanda Seminary members who will have a comfortable and dry space to meet
with their children during weekend visits.



The Principals and leaders of schools in the Inanda North circuit having a meeting venue.

Implementing of the project
A closed tender process is to be undertaken in order to appoint a competent contractor with a competitive
price.
Inanda Seminary has undertaken the construction of several buildings over several years and is familiar with
Owner Supplied Material Construction Programmes. The latter is the preferred option with a labour only
contractor.
Inanda Seminary will identify local community craftsmen and builders to tender for the building of the sports
court.
BUDGET
ITEM

COST

Building work – Centre and Storeroom

R 3 497 488

Administration Fee

R 303 000

TOTAL MULTI-PURPOSE CENTRE R 3 800 488
Bill of quantities available on request

CONCLUSION
Inanda Seminary is on solid footing and is experiencing exciting growth. The Seminary has a strong academic
and administrative infrastructure and many beautiful historic buildings set in park-like surrounds. The campus
is an oasis in the middle of the Inanda Township that has grown up around it.
Inanda Seminary is a very successful school for black females and is being used as a transformational model of
schooling in this region. While it is an independent school, the fees charged are far lower than many public
schools with a comparable offering. In addition, Khanyisa Inanda Seminary Community Projects is an
intervention focused on public schools in the surrounding Inanda North community where several thousand
children attend school.
The Seminary is a well-known historic mission school and has so much to be proud of and carry forward for
future generations of students. The school’s management believes that through additional support, the
school will be able to improve its offering both to enrolled and community students. Inanda Seminary is a
model for other schools as it leads the way forward in restoring the former glory known to historic schools for
the building up of our country and its communities.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit the proposal for the new Inanda Seminary Multi-Purpose Centre
which will enable Inanda Seminary to improve its own offering to students from the Seminary as well as widen
its reach in and to the greater community. We would be very happy to discuss this proposal with you should
you require further detail.
Prepared by:
J A T Tate (Mrs.)
HEAD
INANDA SEMINARY
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