
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Season’s Greetings!  

2019 has come and gone!  Too quickly, if you ask me. 

It was a momentous year for our alma mater, as the school 

celebrated the extraordinary achievement of completing 150 

years.  Great fun was had by all who celebrated at the school on 

1 March. 2019 was an important year for our alumnae association as well, as the three-year 

term of the first ISAA Board came to an end and a new board was appointed for the next 

three years.  In keeping with the tradition that the outgoing Chair of ISAA has established, I 

bring to you this edition of the bi-annual newsletter. Two new sections have been added: 

highlights to keep everyone abreast with what is happening at the school and a “TO DO” 

checklist to stress important action items.  I trust you will find this issue informative.   

THANKS FOR YOUR STEER AND GUIDANCE, CHAIR! 

Let me begin by thanking our outgoing Chair of ISAA, Mandisa Zungu ‘82.  The school’s 

Memorandum of Incorporation (MoI) stipulates that the alumnae should form an active 

association, hence the birth of ISAA.  Mandisa did a sterling job of establishing this 

association. Among her many accomplishments she pulled all previous alumnae groupings 

under one umbrella, ensured we have a Constitution, set up executive teams, and leaves 

behind an association with a clear understanding of both the successes that have been 

attained in the past three years and the huge challenges ahead. We take the baton knowing 

fully well that yours will be big shoes to fill, Sis’ Mandy!  Thank you very much for everything. 

We will certainly look to you for advice when necessary. 

GOVERNANCE MATTERS 

Please allow me to thank the following members for availing themselves to serve on the new 

ISAA Board. They were appointed at the AGM we held at the school on 12 October. Mpume 

and Lindokuhle joined the Board as new members. The rest of us were re-appointed to 

ensure seamless continuity as we look forward to another fruitful term.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 



 

 

The school’s (MoI) provides for six alumnae on the Board of Governors (BoG). I am very 

grateful to all those who responded to our plea for an accountant and a lawyer to join the 

school’s BoG.  Warmest congratulations to the successful candidates, Nondumiso Mbatha 

’11 CA(SA) and Sharon Mthimkhulu ’88 (lawyer). We are particularly pleased to have 

Nondumiso and Lindokuhle join the governance teams, as we are trying to get younger 

alumnae involved in the affairs of ISAA and of the school. The other four alumnae on the 

BoG are marked with asterisks above.   

 

 

                      

                          Nondumiso Mbatha                          Sharon Mthimkhulu  
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Siphokazi Koyana
‘85 (Chair)

Gugu Khumalo
’70 (Dep Chair)

Mpume Nyandu
’87 (Secreatry)

*June-Rose 
Mazibuko ‘67

*Khanya Mahlare
‘78

*Lindokuhle
Ngwenya ‘10



 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

I was appointed to continue serving as the Head of ISAA’s Fundraising Committee and am 

happy to do so, hoping that ALL alumnae will pull up their socks and do their best to keep 

the school alive. Lindokuhle will be my very capable assistant.  Adv. Cawe Mahlati, Dr. 

Thuthula Balfour, and Nompumelelo (Mpume) Motaung continue to serve as the members of 

the committee as appointed earlier this year. 

Crowd Funding 

We launched a crowd funding campaign on Go Get Funding, an international platform from 

31 June to 30 Aug. Despite numerous reminders to support the building of the multi-purpose 

sports centre, we raised only R2 700 in those two months.  We have learnt that digital 

fundraising platforms are not the best strategy for Inanda alumnae.   

Invitation for additional volunteers to join the ISAA Marketing Head 

To strengthen our communities and ease the workload, the Head of Marketing is inviting 

volunteers to join in order to have a formidable marketing roll out plan for 2020. Please 

communicate directly with the Head of Marketing using email: khanyakahlem@gmail.com or 

through the chair  

After Party 

As usual, the school put together another enjoyable At Home prize giving celebration on 12 

October.  Deserving students were awarded for their academic achievements, sporting 

excellence, and for demonstrating diligence and competence in their leadership skills.  

Khanya Mahlare, a member of the ISAA Board and a marketing executive at UNISA, was the 

keynote speaker and addressed the matriculants on the importance of creating and 

maintaining one’s personal brand. Louisa Zondo received the Siyavuna Award for an 

Outstanding Alumna.  Thereafter 25 alumnae dined and danced the night away at the After 

Party at Vivo in Umhlanga.  What a memorable evening that was! Because we were fewer 

than anticipated, the money raised was only enough to pay for the cost of the event. None 

went to the alumnae kitty or to the school directly.  
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#R100forInandaGirls 

In the past three years 140 alumnae have donated a total of about R500 000 through the 

various initiatives (direct contributions to the ISOGA Trust, emergency Gr 12 bursaries, 

buying scarves, Pretoria High Tea, and 2017 After Party). Our alumnae database has more 

than 500 names. Therefore, only 28% of the registered alumnae have made a contribution 

since 2016. We need to grow this number exponentially even if the economy is tough. 

We continue to explore ways to practically sustain the school, while adding value to the 

quality of life of the members who are studying there currently. The National Lotto has now 

ring-fenced funds (R2.6 million grant) for the proposed multi-purpose sports/community hall 

for which we initially tried to raise funds in celebration of the 150th birthday. However, it has 

become very clear that some of the students struggle to pay school fees. We’re thus 

focussing all future fundraising efforts on providing bursaries for indigent students, so as to 

avoid asking for “emergency bursaries” when students have already been excluded from 

school.   

Since our crowd funding campaign was a dismal failure, and because almost no one fills in 

the Pledge Authorisation Form that is available on the alumnae link on the school website, 

we’re now introducing what we think will be an easier and more sustainable fundraising 

campaign.  That is the new #R100forInandaGirls campaign.   

We’re asking everyone to PLEDGE by setting up a stop order using their banking Apps or 

their online banking platforms. Please instruct your bank to pay R100 monthly towards the 

school starting from 1 Feb 2020.  These small amounts should add up to form a sizeable 

kitty for Inanda. Having reliable monthly pledge contributions will help deserving students 

while allowing the school to plan more efficiently.  

Account Details  

Account Name: ISOGA Education and Development Fund  

Bank: ABSA 

Account Number: 909 726 4395 
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WHAT’S GOING ON AT INANDA? 

This is not your mother’s old Seminary. This is the new generation of members!  In other 

words, the school has kept up with the times. It produces excellent results: e.g. 100% 

Bachelor passes in 2018.  The school has kept up with digital technology in its teaching 

practises by using Google Classroom, thus keeping abreast of the 4IR (4 th Industrial 

Revolution).  In fact, the Seminary had 120 delegates attending its Ed-Tech Summit at the 

school this past July. This is a sponsored event from USA funders.  There are many, many 

examples of advancement, however I mention only 5 highlights below. 

1. Team Powerglide, which comprised of 6 learners in Gr 8 won the prize for the best-

engineered car in the Mahle Formula 1 in Schools Challenge.  The team came 2nd 

overall, which was a big achievement considering our girls were competing against 

Gr 9s. 

2. The Seminary received a donation of R1 474 143 from the Edna Burford Trust, thus 

enabling the school to purchase the plot on which it is built.  Previously the land was 

owned by the United Congregational Church and the school was paying rent. 

3. The school has a very active outreach programme called the Khanyisa Inanda 

Community Project.  Among its many offerings this programme provides academic 

support for teacher interns, gets Inanda learners involved in soup kitchens that 

provide meals for poor people in the larger Inanda community, and enables Inanda 

learners to tutor students in the impoverished schools surrounding the Seminary. 

4. Two of the six intern teachers, Sinoxolo Ndlovu and Solange Kabeya, from the 

Seminary visited the USA on an educational tour.  They conducted research on how 

to enhance their ability to teach reading and have been sharing the insights they 

have gained in various education summits upon their return.  

5. Sadly, Kim Simons-Thebe resigned as principal for personal reasons after 2 years. 

She was replaced by Thembi Ndlovu, who has been a teacher at the school for 

almost a decade. Thembi Ndlovu will be the 17th principal of the school in its 150 

years. Judy Tate remains the Executive Director of the school. 
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“TO DO” CHECKLIST 

 Instruct your bank to set up a R100 stop order from 1 Feb 2020. Account 

details above. 

 If you don’t have one, please go to Woolworths and get one.  If you already 

have one, please add Inanda Seminary as your “My School” beneficiary on 

your My School Card. Email cs@myschool.co.za with the request and provide 

your My School Card number to do this quickly from your smart phone or 

other device. Every swipe counts, and it costs you nothing! Thanks to those 

who already have Inanda as their beneficiary. 

 Woolworths raised R7 256 138 for schools, charities, environmental and 

animal organisations in October. Only R865 was raised to assist Inanda 

Seminary  

 

Happy Holidays! 

 

Dr. Siphokazi Koyana, Ph.D., CD(SA) 

ISAA Chair  

Siyazithanda.sk@gmail.com/ 072 6755 764 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
v 

mailto:cs@myschool.co.za
mailto:Siyazithanda.sk@gmail.com/


 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

v 
v 

  

Siyavuna Award Recipient: 
Louisa Zondo ‘80 (To the right 

of the mirror) 

AFTER PARTY 


